
In the midst of a difficult home life—while working to support her family’s 
needs, and also caring for her children (with their father remaining critically 

unsupportive)—Maria noticed that Dominic started having frequent fevers 
and complaints about his bones hurting. 

She took him to two medical facilities that ran a series of inconclusive 
tests. While the doctors first thought he was simply experiencing an in-
tense growth spurt, Maria’s intuition felt otherwise. A nurse at one of the 
facilities recommended that she take Dominic to Children’s Hospital Los 

Angeles (CHLA) for one more examination. 

At CHLA, Dominic was immediately diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leuke-
mia (ALL) and began his journey of more than three years of cancer treatment. 

While Dominic was able to do most of his treatments close to home at Cottage Hospital, Maria was his 
sole caregiver—as well as for her other children. She worked nights to be able to keep up with bills, but 
she herself was constantly ill from the strains of the situation. “I was just everywhere. Going to the clinic, 
trying to keep up with my kids. I didn’t have time to think about myself,” Maria shared. 

This is when TBCF began to provide support. 
“Every little bit really made a difference. I would wonder, ‘How am I going to pay rent, get food, put gas 
in my car...’ and Teddy Bear would be there.”

Maria was clearly in survival mode, both in caregiving for Dominic, and dealing with a destructive home 
life that resulted in a near-death experience. At this point she decided to leave and take her children to a 
shelter—all while Dominic was still undergoing cancer treatment. Even though she was utterly exhausted 
with the upheaval, she fought even harder to create a better life for herself and her children.

While it seemed that Maria had already overcome so much, she had not yet seen the worst of it. 

When her youngest son Eddie was about 18 months old, her worst fear resurfaced. “I was in a very dark 
place. Eddie would sleep all day and not wake up, and I knew in my heart what it was. He had fevers and 
some of the same symptoms as Dominic.”
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When Dominic was just one month out from successfully finishing his can-
cer treatment, Maria was informed that Eddie had the same diagnosis as 
his older brother. She had to restart the cancer journey, and this time as a 
single mother, which presented even more challenges and obstacles.

However, she mustered up enough strength to continue working to 
provide for her family, sat with Eddie in the clinic all day, and cared for her 

other children. She is the epitome of boundless strength and resilience that 
is a mother’s love. TBCF, along with her parents, were there to support her 

through it all again and ensure that she would survive these extreme odds.

Like Dominic, Eddie successfully finished his treatment a few years later and is now a healthy and active 7-year-
old boy. Maria says he has an incredibly caring nature, especially toward younger children.

Dominic is heading into high school this year with a 3.8 GPA and is thriving. After his treatment he received 
neuropsychological testing through TBCF’s Educational Advocacy Program to aid him in his education. Now, 
all of Maria’s children have received extensive tutoring through TBCF’s Educational Advocacy Program and are 
doing well in school.

While Maria still carries trauma from the past, she confidently shares that she and her family are in a good 
place now, and thanks TBCF for being there in her darkest hours. 

“My babies are here and survived, and I don’t know what I would do without them. Everything TBCF gave us 
made big a difference. I was able to pay rent and get little things and just get back on my feet…and we are 
good now.”

Thanks to supporters like you, TBCF’s programs provide the necessary 
tools a family like Maria’s needs when experiencing unthinkable circum-
stances—not only to survive their darkest moments, but to confidently 
look forward to the times when they can thrive. 

Your partnership guarantees that we can continue to support fam-
ilies and caregivers and provide that transformational help when the 
unthinkable happens. 

Let’s make sure these stories of heroes continue… 

Sincerely,

Dr. Corey Pahanish
Executive Director
corey@teddybearcancerfoundation.org 
teddybearcancerfoundation.org
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