A Source of Light

MARLEE’S JOURNEY OF HOPE

tthe young age of 2, Marlee Ling's life went from frequent outings to the park
with her loving parents, Renee and Joe, to frequent hospital stays, emergency
ambulance rides, scans and more as she began the greatest battle of her life.

At the height of the COVID-1% pandemic, Marlee was diagnosed with Stage 4
Rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare soft tissue cancer. She immediately began treatments at
Stanford's Lucille Packard Children's Hospital, over 200 miles away from her Santa
Iaria hame. While she had the best team of caretakers and specialists oversesing her
treatment, Marles and Rense would be separated from their family for weeks at a time
while in the hospital. The emotional stress of watching her child battle for her life, as
well as being her sole caregiver while at the hospital, became too much for Renee:

"We had to FaceTime [Joe] and it broke my heart that he couldn’t be with us for
emotional support. It was like | couldn’t even hear what the doctors were trying
to tell me. | really needed him there with us. *

Fortunately, their social worker at the hospital advocated to allow Joe to join
Iarlee and Renee during treatment, even during COVID- 19 with visitor
limitaticns. This allowed Renee to simply focus en being emotionalby

present for Marlee, while Joe focused on communicating with her
care team and taking copious notes during visits. Joe journaled
their journey sveryday to help track her progress, and alsoin

hopes of using it as a useful toel for other parents on this journey

with their child, so they could see tips for long hospital stays,
questions to ask the care team_ and maore. Renee and Jos were
an unstoppable team in supporter their little fighter
through her journey:

But even with one of the best pediatric
oncology care teams, and two present and
devoted parents, IMarlee, Renes and Joe

all experienced a number of mental, physical
and emational challenges through treatment
that led to very dark moments. Cue tothe risk
of being exposed to COVID-17, the family had
to isolate from everyone for over a year; Renee
and Joe could not see their other adult children,
and grandchildren, and ather family and friends.
Additicnally, Marlee endured five emergency
ambulances up to Stanford for various reasons,
and st one point was losing weight so fastin
response to her chemotherapy, Joe thought
asked the doctors if they should take her home
to enjoy her final days in peace. Fear, anxiety
and isolation were emotions that never left
during Marlee’s journey.

Jos and Renee also experienced the stress of

maintaining their mortgage and household
expenses in a home they spent very little time in
during treatment, all while both could not work
as they cared for Marlee. Fortunately, their
social worker connected them with TECF and
immediately they were sent a check for ongoing
expenses, introduced to virtual support groups

where they could connect with other parents
and safely receive holiday deliveries bringing
IMarlee joy during her difficult times.

“TBCF provided so much to us. The emotional
support in our parent groups as well as financial
help was beyond generous in such a stressful
time. The surprise gifts on holidays really made
us smile when Marlee was so secluded from
activities. The reach of TBCF was so great that
we were all the way up at Stanford and they
were able to deliver gifts to us during Christmas!
It was absolutely amazing!” —Renee Lino.

Joe and Renes experienced many moments
where hope was absent during Marlee’s
journey. But thanks to support from TECF, their
care team and family and friends, the moments
of hope began to outweigh the absence of it,
and they were able to ensure that their little girl
could net only become healthy encugh again to
gotoa park, but that she could enjoy just being
a kid, even being in and out of the hospital, as
every kid deserves.

THERE ARE MORE FAMILIES IN THE MIDST OF DARKMNESS RIGHT NOW;
plcab@wnbuler being o Wurwaﬁ h@_‘ﬁbuqd/hapw
for their future by making w donation today.



