WHERE IS ISAIAH NOW?¢

If you follow us on social media—and we hope you do—you may recall that
earlier this summer we shared the story of brave warrior Isaiah and his heroic
family. The Arceo family, comprised of 14-year-old Isaiah, his parents and

two sisters, have been challenged over the past year since Isaiah’s diagnosis
of Leukemia in 2020. To endure months of a pandemic only to have a child
diagnosed cancer is one thing, but then, after months of treatment that
resulted in remission, only to then relapse seems cruel and unfair.

When lIsaiah relapsed, his doctors suggested he undergo a bone marrow
transplant to ensure the highest likelihood of success in the treatment of his
aggressive cancer. Bone marrow transplants require a very specific donor
match, and the procedure is intense and painful. Fortunately his sister Faith
was a perfect match. She chose to give her younger brother the greatest gift of
all =The Gift of Hope.

Bone marrow transplants require hospital stays of 100 days or more to ensure
the body has successfully acclimated to the new foreign marrow. Isaiah'’s

mom Jennifer was his loving support and she lived in the hospital with him

for over three months. His sisters and father added to his support system by
sending his favorite Pokemon cards and other gifts. After discovering Isaiah’s
love for YouTuber, Pokemon Master Leonhart, TBCF staff member Stephen
Watson organized a virtual visit between the two. Leonhart also sent Isaiah a
video encouraging him to stay strong and remain confident that things will get
better. Isaiah was thrilled!

Isaiah'’s transplant recovery was difficult. His body initially rejected the new
healthy bone marrow, and everyone was scared. Eventually his body adapted

and his health improved until he
contracted pneumonia which for cancer
patients can often be fatal. Throughout
this journey Jennifer updated Isaiah’s
journey on social media; the happy, the
heartbreaking and the scary moments.
She challenged the world to do one
hard thing every day for 100 days in
honor of Isaiah who would be fighting
for his life for 100 straight days.

Isaiah and Jennifer pushed through and
after their 100 days in the hospital were
able to return home to their family in
time for the holidays —lIsaiah's favorite
time of year. While this portion of
treatment is behind him, |saiah’s fight
continues as he will once again endure
chemotherapy for several more months
in hopes of reaching remission. TBCF

is proud to be a part of Isaiah’s fight

by supporting him and his family not
only with financial aid, but also with
experiences of joy and rallying together
a community to help him get through his
difficult journey.




